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From the Board of Directors.

A warm hello to all our readers on behalf of San Antonio Maharashtra Mandal
(SAMM). For the past two years, we have had the privilege of serving as the office bearers
for our beloved SAMM community. SAMM is a young and vibrant organization, and in
keeping with that, we have endeavored to maintain a youthful outlook, while cultivating a
lively kinship within our people.

As we approach Diwali, our festival of lights, we would like to take this opportunity to
wish all of you a bright and prosperous future, awash with happiness and contentment. We
would like to thank you for the support we have received from each and every one of you
as we proudly carried forth the legacy of SAMM. In the countless planning hours, we have
spent debating over minutiae as we worked to organize and execute our duties, we have
made new friends, strengthened old bonds, and discovered a whole
new aspect of our abilities. As we bid adieu to 2023, we would also like to express our
gratitude to the community.

Rasika Ghawghawe, President: As my tenure as the president of SAMM comes to an end, |
wanted to take a moment to express my heartfelt gratitude to everyone who has been a part
of this incredible journey. It has been a privilege and an honor to serve as the president of
this organization, and | am deeply grateful for the support, dedication, and unwavering
commitment of each member, volunteer, and donor. Together, we have achieved so much,
and our impact on our community outreach has been nothing short of remarkable. | want to
extend my gratitude to our dedicated board members and the countless volunteers who have
selflessly given their time and energy to make our programs a success. Your passion and
determination have been the driving force behind our accomplishments. Rest assured, my
commitment to the organization remains as strong as ever. | look forward to seeing all the
incredible work that SAMM will continue to achieve under new leadership. Thank you once
again for your support, encouragement, and partnership. It has been a truly rewarding
experience to work alongside each of you, and | am excited to see the bright future that lies
ahead for our organization.

Lukena Karkhanis, Vice President Events: When | took over this position in the middle of
the term from Reshma Goregaonkar, it was not without some trepidation about the big shoes
| had to fill. The warm welcome | have received from my codirectors, advisors, and the
community bolstered my confidence and helped me step up to the job. In taking me under
their wing, Rasika, Nupoor, Rashmi, and Mihir welcomed me like family and set me up for
success in my position. | look forward to serving the community with enthusiasm and joy.
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Nupoor Karnik, Vice President Communications: In hindsight, | am grateful for SAMM and the
community for giving me this opportunity to serve the community. | personally learned a lot and
grew as a person over the two years! | acquired so many new skills including time
management, event management, creating innovative flyers for the event and most importantly |
got a chance to hone my communication skills and Marathi writing! Never thought that | would
get to speak and write so much in my mother tongue in the US! | am thankful to SAMM to
have given me the chance to meet such wonderful people over these two years, especially, my
TEAM- Rasika, Reshma, Mihir, Rashmi and Lukena! You guys rock and hats off to the efforts
that you and your family has put into the betterment of SAMM as a community! | am definitely
going to miss our meetings and endless discussions during the events! Love you all! Also,
wishing all the luck to the new team of BODs!

Rashmi Sarlashkar, Treasurer: Serving as the treasurer of the SAMM under the leadership of
Rasika Ghawghawe and in partnership with the BOD has been a superb experience. During the
two-year term, this BOD strived to bring fresh, creative, cultural, and fun events to the growing
SAMM community. The collaborative spirit of the BOD and the enthusiastic participation of
SAMM community in every event was very fulfilling. During this time, | have gained a deeper
understanding and appreciation for the diverse perspectives and needs of our community. | will
cherish this privilege of serving the community for the years to come!

Mihir Choudhari, Secretary: Working for SAMM BOD 2022-23 has been an enriching
experience. It is no exaggeration to say that this is a learning crash course in event
management and people management. All this would not have been possible without the
immense supportive team of Rasika, Rashmi, Nupoor, Reshma and Lukena. Thanks to
everyone's understanding and commitment, these 2 years went smoothly. Thank you so much
for appointing me to the BOD and giving me the opportunity to serve the SAMM family.

HTFQT TFETNT hodbd ol T 0%-04 AT INTATST oAdled SAMM BOD fewifarier
foageT 3Tl e MO d ¢ SR 0 TN IGHR Flehclel.

AdlsT SAMM BOD Ifad &amerd:

Iregem: |l AAFT sErEd 3UTEHET-3UhA: Wl THAT FRETAIT
FuTegeT-wud: A faearw w@am gfa: @t srqoit Qe
afrerer: A, deHiwE ain

39T,
SAMM Committee 03-03
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Udded STC9T
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In Conversation with
Dr. Vijay Koli and Dr. Malathi Koli

1. Please tell us about your journey
till you reach the USA. i.e., your
family background, education,
inspirations, and how and when
you came to the USA?

Malathi comes from a village in
Tamil Nadu. She hails from an orthodox
Tamilian Brahmin family. Her father was
a journalist and businessman, and her
mother was a homemaker. She finished
her B.Sc. and was a teacher in high
. school. In her college days in Trichy, she
wrote and produced skits and dramas for

the local radio station.

| was born in Mumbai. My father was a freedom fighter. When | was born, my
mother took me to Yeravada jail in Pune, where my father was jailed. My inspiration came
from my father, an attorney who traveled worldwide as a UNO fellow.

In 1965, we both received a scholarship to study medicine in Moscow, Russia. We
extensively performed folk dances of India in Russia, Eastern Europe, England, and America.
In 1971, we tied the knot in the Embassy of India in Moscow. In England, during post-
graduate training, we were blessed with two children. | practiced in Goldthwaite, TX. Later,
we moved to San Antonio in 1981 and made it our home till today.

Malathi has taught Bharatanatyam for the last forty years. She served as the Texas
Indo-American Physicians Society (TIPS) president. As the President of Dance Umbrella of
San Antonio, she initiated an event called ‘Dances Around the World’. In 2004, she also
received the award for taking care of Tsunami victims and creating a network of mental
health workers in Tamil Nadu.

| played Tabla for the local artists for thirty years. | held numerous positions. To
name a few: President and BOT chair of the India Association of San Antonio, Founder and
President of Texas Indo-American Physicians Society. The Bexar County Medical Society.
The American Association of Physicians of Indian Origin (AAPI). Chief of Staff and BOT
Chair of Southwest General Hospital. Accompanied Phil Hardberger, then Mayor of San
Antonio, to Chennai to form a sister city relationship.

Our daughter Anuradha is an Executive at Gensler, an architectural firm. Abhijeet, our
son, is a cardiologist, and Roshni, our daughter-in-law, is a child psychiatrist. We are blessed
with two grandchildren: Nikola and Luka. They all live in Austin, Texas.
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2. Please share the kind of work specialty you both have.
Malathi V. Koli, MD, Adult Psychiatry, now retired after 40 years of work.
Age:78
Vijay N. Koli, MD, Primary care, retired after 40+ years of practice.

Age:80

3. Apart from your profession, you are an author. Please tell us about that.

Growing up my mother frequently found me in a reflective mood. She called it
daydreaming. A few of my stories were published in Diwali Magazines in Mumbai. My
profession, community service, and performing with my wife kept me from writing. ‘A Choice
of Love’ is my first fiction, which took over three years to complete.

4. As an author looking at the e-media in this era, where do you see the importance of
a book in the future?

E-media is a preferred platform, popular among the younger generation. It is
convenient and less expensive. However, holding the book in hand will be around for a
while.

5. What message would you like to give to people in our community?

While promoting our culture, we need to build bridges and assimilate with the local
community. As the Spanish proverb says

‘Donde es Tu Tierra?
Donde la pases, no donde naces.”
“Where is your land? It is where you pass your days,
not the place where you were born.”

(Mexican Dicho)

Interview of a couple
Dr. Vijay Koli and Dr. Malathi Koli
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hell cleldd

Parth Ghawghawe, a Texas-
based artist, student and CEO of Jiagia
Studios, explores the theme of
creatures and dreams in his art. He
employs screen printing as his chosen
medium to create works on various
surfaces, including paintings, t-shirts,
and prints. Screen printing, also
referred to as silk screening, is a
versatile printing method where ink is
pushed through a mesh screen, with
specific areas blocked off by a stencil.
While screen printing is commonly
associated with t-shirt production and
mass manufacturing, when applied to
painting, it becomes a meticulous and
intricately planned process. Each color
necessitates the creation of a stencil,
and employing this technique for
painting often demands the production
of 30 or more screens for a single
piece. This meticulous approach allows
the artist to capture fine details and
maintain crisp edges in their work.
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Some thoughts from SAMS founder couple
Mr. Rajendra and Mrs. Madhuri Kulkarni
(Rajukaka and Madhuri Mavshi)

1. Please tell us your
journey till you reach
the USA. i.e. your family
background, education,
inspirations and how
and when you came to
the USA.

Rajukaka: | came in 1968
to MIT, Boston, MA from IIT
Powai. | thought | would be
completing my B Tech in
India. My father who was
Commissioner of Sales Tax
advised me that since MIT
is giving me full scholarship
even as an undergraduate

g B without losing any years and
that my elder brother Dr Ravmdra Kulkarni, an internationally known
Mathematician from Harvard was already there, it would be best to get
higher education in the USA. In those days, getting a full scholarship was
rare for an undergraduate. | wanted to be with my parents and siblings as
we were and are a close-knit family. But finally, | took the wings and said
goodbye to a huge family and friends from IIT, a gathering of close to 50-
60 people. | flew Air India from Bombay to Beirut to London. Then on
PANAM, which is not there anymore, | flew from London to Boston. | had
only $8 with me and without realizing my folly, | spent $2 on coffee at
Heathrow Airport and landed in Boston with $6. | felt a big relief when |
saw my brother outside the baggage area. He was surprised to see me
with a bull-work on my shoulders hung like a bow, heavy black boots by
Flex, and an oversized suit. God knows how | looked because | was very
thin then. | felt even better when | ate 2 Twinkies upon reaching his
apartment.
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Madhuri Mavshi: | grew up in Mumbai, had a very simple life as a
student. | always wanted to be a student at Adyar Laxman's school which
was out of the question as it was in Madras, now Chennai. Dance was
never even a remote possibility that | could have it as a career. After |
graduated from Ruia college in Mumbai, | got into the Institute of
Technology for Master's program in Endocrinology. It was a family
decision moving to the U.S. and | came to Maryland at my sister's house
in late 1970. | got enrolled into a Master's program and opportunity to do
my thesis with a very renowned endocrinologist at National Institutes of
Health. | continued with the PhD program, completed course work but did
not finish the research part. | met Raju, got married and moved to New
York. Stayed there for 6 years.

Raju got an opportunity to move to Saudi Arabiya and Nigeria. That
was the time we opened our atlas for the first time to locate these
countries on the globe. After a long contemplation we chose Saudi and
landed in Riyadh with our 20-month-old baby. Saudi American Bank was
just blooming. We did not know a soul. Television was no entertainment.
We had a very secluded life as the expats were not at all welcome to
Saudi homes. | got involved with an international woman's group. Bridge,
baking, macramé classes were among the few. Life in Riyadh was very
interesting. House help was readily available and house maintenance was
taken care of by the bank. Socialization almost every evening was a
norm. The VHS and Betamax videos slowly snuck in. We started watching
highly censored Hindi movies. We started celebrating all the Hindu rituals
at our house because of the safety issue. We met a lot of people from
many walks of life, enriching our lives in every which way. Overall, life in
Riyadh was enjoyable, comfortable. The thought of carrying groceries
through a foot of snow used to bother me occasionally, when we would
return back to New York.

We had 14 and a half wonderful years abroad. We managed to do
a lot of globetrotting. We visited many countries, enjoyed the essence of
various cultures. It was the wonderful time of our lives indeed.
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2. Please share the kind of work specialty you both have.

Rajukaka: After completing my Electrical Engineering and Computer
Sciences from MIT and MBA from Columbia University in New York, |
was looking for a full-time job. On student-visa, as a graduate student |
was working 20 hours a week with Lever Brothers USA as a Marketing
Analyst. | continued there after graduation until one day | crossed the big,
divided road across from Lever Brothers (390 Park Ave) to Citibank on
the other side at 399 Park Ave.

Hardly did | Know that | would be spending my entire professional life
with this corporation, almost 43 years. | started as a Financial Analyst and
moved up to Financial Manager to Loan & Collection Manager. | was sent
International to Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. There | started as the Head of
Trading Division, and moved on to become the Head of the Contracting
Division where | was managing a portfolio of $6 billions. After this, |
became the Head of the Training Center where | taught Treasury &
Foreign Exchange, Technology and Operations. When | went to Riyadh,
Citibank had 2 branches and when | left, we had 42 branches. | was
made the head of the Consumer Bank Operations. In this role, |
established the nationwide ATM and POS network, headed the Quality
initiative, started the Phone Call Center, and wrote the complete Ops
Manual. While in Saudi Arabia with Citibank, | was offered the position as
the India Head for the Standard Charter Bank for Consumer Banking.

Out of the blue, after almost 15 years, | call an email to become a
Re-engineering Director in Citi's San Antonio Call Center. After
streamlining the SA call center, | became the Re-engineering Director of
Travelers Insurance Business in Hartford having 5 call centers in the USA.
After this | started Citi's Outsourcing Initiative in India, Philippines, Mexico,
and Costa Rica. Throughout all these career changes, | had to travel
constantly. In my last position, | chose to stay put in San Antonio as the
senior VP of Finance for the Call Center in San Antonio. | retired at the
end of 2017.

Madhuri Mavshi: We returned to the U.S. in San Antonio instead of New
York. We smoothly blended in with the lifestyle and the weather as we
were very much used to the hot weather. San Antonio has been our
home for last 28 years and loving every moment of it. | was involved with
IASA for some years. As the Marathi community is growing from a very
cozy group to a full formed SAMM we are enjoying our lives more and
more.
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3. Apart from your profession, you were involved in a lot of social
activities. Please tell us about that.

Rajukaka: While doing my job, | tried various other businesses such as
Manufacturing Eyeglasses, Financial Re-engineering in the India stock
market, Import & Export of leather goods. | also collaborated with Perdue
professors in building a futuristic software called SEAS.

As a student, | was the President of the Indian Student Association at
MIT and Columbia University, President of our family non-profit Foundation
for the Advancement of Arts and Sciences from India (ARSI for short). In
San Antonio, | was the Treasurer and on the Board Member of Chinmaya
Mission of San Antonio and on the Board of Chinmaya Education
Foundation. | have also started to write on the essence of the Vedas,
Upanishads, Darshanas, Gita, the Hindu Dharma, and its Tenets. This will
be for the second generation who are going to settle down here.

Unofficial Marathi Mandal started at our house. Being a Teacher at
Heart, when official SAMM started, few of us got together and started the
Marathi Shala under its umbrella. For the last three years, | have the
pleasure and privilege of being the Principal of SAMS and serve our
Marathi Community.

Madhuri Mavshi: One evening while talking to Sandhya Bondre the idea
of Marathi school was born. The seed grew into a tree before we know it.
Being a teacher at the school is a very rewarding experience for me.

4. As a founder member and principal of Marathi Shala, tell us the
importance of learning Marathi for NRI children.

Rajukaka: Almost all Marathi people including our American children are
NRIs. Marathi is an identity for all of us. We think in Marathi, we enjoy
Marathi festivals and functions, we consider Marathi as our link to our
motherland Bharat, we are shaped by our rich Marathi culture. We want to
give this heritage to our children, the next generations. We don't want to
lose this and don't want our children to lose it. We want their lives
enriched by Marathi culture just as it enriched ours. We feel so happy
when we see our children talk to our parents, relatives, friends and even
others when they converse in Marathi here in the USA or during our India
visits.
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Madhuri Mavshi: My 2 cents about being able to converse in Marathi:

This accomplishment will enable the children to build a very strong bond
with the relatives, especially with the grandparents back home. This
relationship with the grandparents provides a very stable foundation in a
child's life which is extremely valuable. A child needs to know about his or
her roots.

5. What message will you like to give to the people of our community?

Rajukaka: If you want to be successful in life don't go after money, go after
acquiring skills of all sorts. Money will follow.

Set your goals and priorities. Steadfastly, follow them. Do not stray away
from them. Whatever is happening in your life is a result of your karmas. As
such, you are accountable for it and must take responsibility for it. Don't
blame others for the happenings in your life. Live in the present, not in the
past or the future.

Madhuri Mavshi: Life is very short and unpredictable. Enjoy every moment.

Thank you and God bless us all.

Interview of a couple
Mr. Rajendra Kulkarni and Mrs. Madhuri Kulkarni
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Inflation Reduction Act

What's In the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA)?

The last few months, there’s barely a corner of the planet that hasn’t been touched
by some form of climate-change related disaster. From Hawaii to North China, we are seeing
a litany of impacts: stronger storms, destructive floods, deeper and longer droughts, wildfires,
spreading of tropical diseases, melting of icecaps and the consequent sea level rise,
acidification of the oceans and loss of living species. These impacts are leaving a trail of
devastation. The consequences are all around us. In India, devastating monsoon rainfalls
lash down over many homes and destroy once viable farmland. A deluge of icy flood water
is coming from the melting Himalayas with a magnitude and intensity that has never been
experienced before.

The UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has emphasized the need for global
actions to address climate change, warning that “The era of global warming has ended; the
era of global boiling has arrived.” Despite the uptick in natural disasters and climate
migration, the world continues to subsidize fossil fuels (oil, gas, coal) by over $16 million
per minute. It's clear. We need to ditch fossil fuels fast.

Young people say that they are “extremely worried” about climate change, leading
them to believe that humanity has no future. Survey shows youth expressing climate anxiety.

(BEFORE) WHEN YOU SAY ‘CLIMATE CHANGE' | FEEL...

= challenged
drought 2 conflicted involved s;omoth‘mga shamed
doomed overwelmed ¥ motivated resistants 0 fnghtenedéﬂ

undermined richg NErvous let's 8 rasioned
ugl&rgency determined Scaredfrs‘c’as‘rt{ated less™ & >IN

2 aaventurer 3
eager.= : reactiveS . 5nn 3
drgad gimepna?{gr:iso%wo rrl e s hopplegsg gpat%)g?c

hope © levelconcerneddNXIOUS = Gterrified 3, . jresolve
anyiety © biggest depr?gﬁ%gm.%efurle%\é%%};elrg]ﬂegcfjv 5 dicouraged
imporant bUMMEd oteacher § overwhelm  entitied £ _frantic
inquisitive driven 5 L VWA olilty defeated
heavy helpless 2 encouragedbenabbott &7, defeate
If you a = k that
discusses these issues, such as How to Live in a Chaotic Climate, Not Too Late: Changing
the Climate Story from Despair to Possibility, A Field Guide to Climate Anxiety, or Saving
Us.

P

We can find hope in Actions. do something, anything, even if you think it's small -
but don’t stop there; tell people about it! Encourage your workplace, school, and local
communities to make changes. After-survey shows people feel motivated, empowered, and
ready to go ..
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(AFTER) WHEN | SAY ‘CLIMATE CHANGE' HOW DO YOU FEEL?

- cautiously-optimistic anxious
cautlouslyle stalk qverwhelmed

do
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oo Wy, angngread aternal >doubt ulbold
Gucalme rL red h mresolute
#%etts; maCtlvatedenCO ra —um(, d
- 4 0 tlmlstlcactionho e zprepare
Q %nmace conworsahong% C E Sthoughtful

dismayed
mowoynmr:?tspogrségﬁa feet-to-go-to-work” petter. prepared

Climate action doesn’t have to be only National. Towns, cities, and counties can act
too. The challenges we face are significant, yet they are not insurmountable. By
recognizing our power to work together, we can change the behavior and systems that got
us to this point. We have the solutions to change the future. And the more we do, the better
off we all will be. Science says: Every additional degree of warming matters, so every action
and every choice matters, too. Companies are transitioning to green energy, governments are
making progress, voters are fighting for climate actions. Yes, there are harrowing headlines,
but there is also good climate news all around us. This is why we need to be directing our
energy towards climate solutions that lead to a more just and equitable world.

How is the U.S. Government playing its role to combat Climate Change?
What is the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA)? What does it mean for American families?

U.S. President Joe Biden signs Inflation Reduction Act into law August, 2022
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As millions of Americans suffered through record heatwaves and devastating
floods this summer, U.S. Congress finally responded to the climate crisis with a major
investment in the solutions. On August 16, 2022, President Joe Biden signed the Inflation
Reduction Act (IRA) into law, the most extraordinary climate legislative achievement of
any head of state and any country in history. Government will spend $370 billion over 10
years’ clean energy economy, reducing costs for consumers and addressing historic
inequities and pollution that impact disadvantaged communities across the nation by
providing a number of Tax Credits and Rebates for home efficiency.

IRA’s First Anniversary!! What's Happened Since and What's Next?

One Year Later: President Joe Biden celebrates his victory

One year, since the landmark Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) was signed into law, the
U.S. is already seeing a massive return on investment. It is already doing what it was
designed to do. They are delivering benefits to Americans and communities across the
nation. Over 70,000 new jobs have been created, 270 big clean energy projects have been
funded, including Solar and Wind installations, new factories to make the parts for solar
panels, batteries, and electric vehicles and to recycle what’s no longer needed. More is
coming, with huge new solar farms being planned everywhere from old coal mines to Cold
War bomb development sites. This remarkable boost in clean energy is expected to save the
average American family $1,000/year through tax credits and rebates programs and get us
on track to lower emissions.
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Professor Leah Stokes explains in the video
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v00YpZT-K8g) how AMERICANS can use IRA tax credits
and rebates to save money and energy through a range of efficiency measures.

Rewiring America has a treasure trove of resources on their website. Starting with
their IRA calculator, the steps you can take toward electrification by upgrading the ways we
heat, cool, and power our homes, cooking our food, and getting around and saving
money. Use the link to enter your household information and find out how much money you
can get with the Inflation Reduction Act. https://www.rewiringamerica.org/appl/ira-calculator

The Climate Reality Project has created resources to cut Carbon pollution and save
money to make your home or business more energy efficient. This page dedicated to energy
efficiency starting with an energy audit (IRA pays) and comprehensive guide to different IRA
incentives. If you are not looking for energy efficiency improvements, learn about some other
options for embarking on your electrification journey, including going solar, exploring zero-
emission vehicles.

The White House Fact Sheet : One Year In, President Biden’s Inflation Reduction
Act is Driving Historic Climate Action and Investing in America to Create Good Paying Jobs
and Reduce Costs

References:

1.  The White House: https://www.whitehouse.gov/cleanenergy/inflation-reduction-act-
guidebook/

Climate Reality Project: www.climaterealityproject.org

Rewiring America: https://www.rewiringamerica.com

Katharine Hayhoe: www.katharinehayhoe.com

hown

| hope | have given you enough motivation and resources to do your part, electrify
your daily lives to save the Earth.

Author: Mrs. Darshan Gupte

Climate Activist/Scientist, San Antonio, Texas
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